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TAGS: OCON. MILL UK, NATO 

SUBJECT: NATO AIRBORNE EARLY WARNING 

REF: STATE 55644 

1 . EMBASSY LONDON WELCOMES VISIT OF USAF/ISA BRIEFING 
TEAM IN FORTHCOMING WEEKS TO DISCUSS NATO AWACS PROGRAM 
WITH UK AUTHORITIES. SUGGEST THE BRIEFING BE CAST TO 
REFLECT FOLLOWING CONSIDERATIONS: 

A) DESCRIPTION OF THE AWACS PROGRAM IN LAYMAN'S 
TERMS WITH MINIMUM EMPHASIS ON THE TECHNICAL DETAILS OF 
PROGRAM. BRIEFING SHOULD BE FOCUSED ON THE IMPORTANCE O 
AWACS IN BROAD POLITICAL/MILITARY TERMS SUCH AS STATE 
MSG 268529 ARTICULATED. WE RECOMMEND THAT BRIEFING 
ADDRESS THE IMPORTANCE OF AWACS IN A MANNER TO PERSUADE 
VERY SENIOR OFFICIALS WITH BROADER INTERESTS AND RE- 
SPONSIBILITIES THAN PROGRAM PER SE. AS THEY CERTAINLY 
WILL HAVE A MAJOR DECISION MAKING ROLE IN THE APPROVAL 
OF NATO AWACS DUE TO LARGE COST OF PROGRAM. 

B ) EMPHASIZE THE OFFSET ARRANGEMENTS BENEFICIAL TO 
THE UK AEROSPACE INDUSTRIES AS WELL AS TO OTHER 
COUNTRIES FUNDING THE PROGRAM. ANOTHER IMPORTANT POINT 
THAT SHOULD BE EMPHASIZED IS THE LIFE CYCLE COST BENE- 
FITS TO THE FUNDING NATIONS— ESPECIALLY IF THE CORE 
AWACS IS BOUGHT AND ENHANCEMENTS ARE INCLUDED IN A 
PHASED APPROACH WHICH WILL PUT PRIMARY EMPHASIS ON 
EUROPEAN AEROSPACE CAPABILITIES AND PRODUCTION. THIS 
IS A PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE AREA AS THE NATO AWACS PRO- 
GRAM OFFICE IS SUPPOSED TO BE RECOMMENDING THE OPTIMUM 
CONFIGURATION TO THE MINISTERS. HOWEVER, THE FACTS OF 
LIFE ARE THAT THE CHEAPEST AWACS IS THE ONE THAT IS 
GOING TO HAVE THE BEST CHANCE OF PROCUREMENT ESPECIALLY 
IF THE ENHANCEMENTS ARE INCLUDED AS MENTIONED ABOVE. 

THIS FURTHER SWEETENS THE ECONOMIC BENEFITS TO THE 
FUNDING COUNTPIES. 

2. DUE TO STRONG SUPPORT BY UK/MOD FOR NATO AWACS 
PROGRAM, RECOMMEND THAT LONDON BE THE INITIAL STOP IN 
ORDER TO GAIN THE MAXIMUM IMPACT FOR VISIT TO FRG. THE 
BRITISH WILL LEND FULL SUPPORT IN OUR EFFORTS TO GET 
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FRG TO SOLVE THE PROBLEMS CAUSED BY FRG DELAY IN FUNDING. 

3. UK PARTICIPATION IN THE AEW PROGRAM IS VERY SENSITIVE 
AND ALL ADDRESSEES SHOULD BE AWARE THAT AMOUNT OF UK 
FUNDS AVAILABLE MENTIONED IN STATE 55644 PARA 6C SHOULD 
NOT BE COMPROMISED. THIS FUNDING WILL BE AVAILABLE OVER 
AN APPROXIMATE FIVE-YEAR PERIOD. 
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